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CIRCUSWORKS®



a is for

b is for

acrobats performers who tumble, balance, and soar through
the air with strength and skill.

bailey circuit™ a nod to the legacy and innovation that
defines the current ringling era.

slow, elegant movements performed by two or more acrobats.adagio
gravity-defying performances above the 
arena using silks, hoops, and more.aerial acts
a circus performer who flies through 
the air with grace and control.aerialist

equipment used in acts, like trapeze, ladders, silks, or wheels.apparatus

a fusion of argentine footwork and circus artistry.argendance

ringling bros. has inspired generations for over 150 years as
the nation’s ultimate live entertainment experience

america's
living national 
treasure 



cis for
clowning the timeless art of physical comedy, 

exaggerated movement, and audience connection.

center stage the heart of the performance space where the magic unfolds.

catchers aerial artists who catch flyers mid-air during trapeze acts.

comedy laugh-out-loud moments, physical gags,
and improvisational brilliance.

contortion bending and twisting the human body in unbelievable ways.

balancing the art of finding stillness atop
wire, hands, or moving objects.

bounce
juggling

a style of juggling where balls rebound
from the floor in rhythmic patterns.

behind the
scenes

where the real magic happens: 
rehearsals, rigging, prep, and production.



e is for

d is for

casting the global search and selection of
elite performers from all walks of life.

circus arts the fusion of athleticism, storytelling, music, and movement 
that defines the modern circus.

dressed house a fully seated audience with no visible empty spots.

dance break a celebratory moment of freestyle movement from performers.

energy the spark that drives every performance
and fuels the audience's cheers.

double wheel
of destiny

two rotating wheels powered by fearless daredevils.



group
acrobatics

multiple artists creating dynamic formations
—sometimes human towers!

g is for

f is for

ensemble a group of diverse artists performing in perfect synchronicity.

elevated acts high-flying performances that leave audiences breathless.

float now reimagined as dynamic stage elements 
or mobile performance platforms.

flyer an aerial performer launched into the air to
be caught mid-flight.

ground acts dazzling performances that take place at floor level.

flip-flaps acrobatic flips performed solo or synchronized in teams.



illumination the lighting design that transforms
the space into a dreamworld.

i is for

h is for

gag a quick, funny moment that surprises and delights.

hoops large aerial rings used for spinning, dangling, and dazzling.

high wire a tightrope act performed high above
the arena with jaw-dropping focus.

innovation constantly evolving performances, technology, and talent.

human
stacking

performers climbing and balancing
on each other in artistic towers.



kicks powerful dance moves often integrated into choreography.

k is for

j is for

juggling the circus art of tossing and catching
objects with speed and flair.

joy the feeling at the core of every performance.

kazoo a playful instrument occasionally used in musical interludes.

jump rope
freestyle

a rhythmic, high-energy take on traditional rope tricks.



musicality timing physical movement to rhythm and melody.

m is for

l is for

lyrical
movement

expressive dance that blends with acrobatics.

launch pad a springboard used in tumbling and flips.

mic’d moments when performers speak or sing live during the show.

movement
artists

versatile performers combining dance, acrobatics, and theater.

led effects a rhythmic, high-energy take on traditional rope tricks.



o is for

n is for

new school
circus

blending tech, urban arts, and
performance into a modern spectacle.

opening night the first performance in a new city.

online your go-to place for tickets and updates: ringling.com

narrative the storyline or theme that connects the acts.

p is for
parkour explosive jumps, rolls, and flips across urban-inspired sets.



q is for
quick change rapid costume swaps done in seconds between scenes.

quartet a group of four performers working in sync.

r is for

ringling.com the digital hub for all things circus, tickets,
and behind-the-scenes content.

rigging the hidden system of pulleys, ropes, and
wires that enables flight.

perch act an acrobat balances atop a vertical pole held by a partner.

precision the extreme accuracy required in timing, 
balance, and performance.

play ringling® more than a show—it's an invitation to move,
explore, and live the spirit of circus every day.



t is for

s is for

teeterboard a powerful seesaw that launches acrobats into the air.

skip jump a jump rope technique mixed with flips and flair.

spotlight the beam of light that follows 
performers in their biggest moments.

soundscape immersive sound design that shapes the show's mood.

rhythm the heartbeat of every movement, flip, and landing.

ringling kids a hub of fun, educational content and activities
made just for our youngest fans.
explore games, skills, and circus fun at ringlingkids.com

red and blue
units

a nod to ringling’s historic dual touring productions that
once brought the circus to twice as many cities.



v is for

uis for

visual effetcs creative stage elements that amplify
movement, light, or surprise.

vaulting flipping over props or people with speed and elevation.

unicycle a one-wheeled cycle requiring immense balance and skill.

up-close acts moments where performers engage
directly with the audience.

troupe a team of artists who perform, travel, and create together.

timing everything in circus depends on it
—one beat off, and the magic falters.

train cars a nostalgic tribute to the circus’s storied past of
traveling by rail, bringing wonder to towns across america.



y is for

z is for

wis for

zany energy wild, creative, and chaotic in the best way possible.

yells of joy the cheers that echo when a trick lands just right.

youth troupe a team of rising young stars mastering circus skills.

wow factor the breathless pause right after something extraordinary.

wardrobe vibrant, functional costumes that support
and celebrate each act.

wheel acts rolling, spinning acrobatics performed
on giant circular structures.


